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from the south, the terror reached Oxford and was in London
by November, in Norwich in January, and by the end of 1349
raiding troopers had carried it back to Scotland. The mortality
was appalling, though the numbers given by contemporary
writers are incredible. There is no doubt, however, that at
least one-third and probably half of the entire population
perished.

Now it is obvious that a nation cannot lose even one-third
of its population without profoundly modifying its economy.

Whole households had dis-
appeared, land lay idle with no
heir to claim it, rich and poor
alike were faced with the prob-
lem of there being only one man
where there had been two. In
some places even whole villages
had disappeared. The principal
results may be summarized as
follows:

(a) There was an unheard-of
scarcity of labour with the re-
sult that wages rose, of men by
50 per cent, and of women by
100 per cent. They had been
rising before 1348, as we saw, but nothing like this. In many
places labour could not be got at all and the land lay untilled.
(ft) The money possessed by each survivor was doubled since
the population was halved, and as prices of the necessaries of
life, unlike those of luxuries, did not rise greatly, the poor in
particular were more prosperous.

(c) The small freeholder, who worked his land by his own
labour and that of his family, was able to buy land cheap from
a lord who could not afford to work it with hired labour at the
price now demanded, so he prospered.

(rf) On tho other hand, as a result of the rise of the cost of
labour the lord was less willing to commute services, and if he
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